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Tara
1.

TKH�VHFUHW�RI �FLJDUHWWH�VPRNLQJ�UHYHDOHG�LWVHOI �WR�7DUD�6DLQW�5RPDLQ�D�
IHZ�ZHHNV�EHIRUH�VKH�WXUQHG�IRXUWHHQ��6KH�ZDV�FURXFKHG�RQ�WKH�URRI �
RI �WKH�FDYHUQRXV�ROG�KRXVH�VKH�VKDUHG�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU��ZRR]\�DQG�
UDZ�WKURDWHG�IURP�KDFNLQJ�KHU�ZD\� WKURXJK�KHU�ÀUVW�:LQVWRQ�5HGV��
VZLSHG�IURP�WKH�SRFNHW�RI �KHU�PRWKHU·V�EDWKUREH��
,W� KDG� WDNHQ� DOO� KHU� VWXEERUQQHVV�� DQG� D� ÁRRG� RI � DFULG� WHDUV�� WR�

JHW�LW�ULJKW��%XW�QRZ��DV�VKH�JD]HG�DW�WKH�OXPLQRXV�GULIW�RI �QLJKW�VN\��
ZLWK�D�FKHPLFDO�KXP�LQ�KHU�YHLQV��VKH�ÀQDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�KHU�PRWKHU·V�
SDFN�D�GD\�GHYRWLRQ��
+HU�H\HV�ODQGHG�RQ�D�VLQJOH�EULJKW�VWDU��ÁRDWLQJ�DW�WKH�IULQJH�RI �KHU�

WDQJOH�RI �GDUN�FXUOV��$V�VKH�H[KDOHG��VHQGLQJ�VPRNH�VSLUDOLQJ�XS�DQG�
RXW��VKH�LPDJLQHG�VRPH�WUDFH�RI �KHU�OHIW�ZLWK�KHU�EUHDWK��HYHQ�DV�KHU�
ERG\�VWD\HG�ÀUPO\�URRWHG�WR�WKLV�SODFH��DQG�WKH�KHDY\��IDPLOLDU�HDUWK�RI �
7HUUHÀQH��/RXLVLDQD������
´7DUD"µ�+HU�PRWKHU·V�YRLFH�VHHSHG�LQWR�KHU�DZDUHQHVV��
´&RPLQJ�µ� 6KH� VNLPPHG� WKH� QLJKW� VN\� RQFH�PRUH�� WKHQ� GXFNHG�

WKURXJK�KHU�EHGURRP�ZLQGRZ��
+HU�PRWKHU�ZDV�GRZQVWDLUV�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ��KHU�H\HV�ORFNHG�RQ�WKH�

79��ZKHUH�D�ÁHVK\��WHQWDFOHG�PDVV�TXLYHUHG�RQ�WKH�IDFH�RI �D�GRRPHG�
VSDFH�WUDYHOHU��
´<RX�ZDWFKLQJ�WKDW�DJDLQ"µ�7DUD�DVNHG��VWHSSLQJ�LQWR�WKH�VZHOWHU-

LQJ�URRP��´0XVW�EH�WKH�KXQGUHGWK�WLPH�µ�7KH�RYHQ�GRRU�KXQJ�RSHQ��
EHOFKLQJ�KHDW� DFURVV� WKH�ZRUQ� OLQROHXP��6KH� VZLWFKHG�RII � WKH�NQRE�
DQG�ÁXQJ�RSHQ�WKH�EDFN�GRRU��WKHQ�SURSSHG�WKH�ER[�IDQ�LQ�WKH�ZLQGRZ�
DERYH�WKH�VLQN��
´'RQ·W�� 7DUD�� ,·OO� FDWFK� FROG�µ�+HU�PRWKHU� FOXWFKHG� DW� KHU� UREH��

GUDZLQJ�LW�FORVHU��
´,I �,·P�JRLQJ�WR�PDNH�XV�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�HDW�WKHQ�WKH�RYHQ�KDV�WR�EH�

RII��8QOHVV�\RX�ZDQW�PH�WR�GLH�RI �KHDW�H[KDXVWLRQ�µ�
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´,�GRQ·W�ZDQW�\RX�WR�GLH�µ�+HU�PRWKHU·V�UKHXP\�JD]H�IRXQG�7DUD�
´:HOO��WKHQ«µ�7DUD�H[DPLQHG�D�FDQ�RI �UHG�EHDQV�ZKLOH�UHVWLQJ�KHU�

VOHQGHU� IUDPH� DJDLQVW� WKH� FRXQWHU�� ´<RX�GRQ·W� UHDOL]H� LW·V� EURLOLQJ� LQ�
KHUH�·FDXVH�\RX·UH�VWHZLQJ�LQ�LW�µ�
7DUD�ODGOHG�EHDQV�DQG�SRUN�VDXVDJH�RYHU�ULFH�DQG�FDUULHG�WZR�SODWHV�

WR�WKH�WDEOH��6KH�VWXGLHG�KHU�PRWKHU�EHWZHHQ�ELWHV��ZRQGHULQJ�LI �VKH�
ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�UHVXUIDFH�WKURXJK�WKH�PXUN�RI �ZKLVNH\�DQG�SLOOV��7DUD�
KDG�EHFRPH�VNLOOHG�DW�IHUU\LQJ�WKH�WZR�RI �WKHP�DFURVV�WKHVH�WLPHV��LQ-
WXLWLQJ�ZKDWHYHU�ZDV�QHHGHG�WR�NHHS�WKLV�VKDGRZ�RI �KHU�PRWKHU�IURP�
KDUP�XQWLO�WKH\�ZHUH�VDIHO\�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH��6KH�PDGH�VXUH�WKH�ELOOV�
JRW�SDLG�RU�SXW�RII��DQG�WKDW�WKH\�GLGQ·W�VWDUYH��6KH�FKDVHG�DZD\�WKH�
3HQWHFRVWDOV�DQG�WKH�LQVXUDQFH�VDOHVPHQ��JDVVHG�XS�WKH�ODZQ�PRZHU��
DQG�ÁLSSHG� WKH�RYHUSRZHUHG�EUHDNHU� VZLWFK�� ,QYDULDEO\�� KHU�PRWKHU�
UHHPHUJHG��,W�ZDV�MXVW�D�PDWWHU�RI �ZDLWLQJ�LW�RXW�
7KH\�DWH�LQ�VLOHQFH��ZLWK�WKH�QLJKW�DLU�ZLQGLQJ�WKRXJK�WKH�NLWFKHQ��

XQWLO� WKH� DOLHQ�EHDVW�ZDV� HMHFWHG� IURP� WKH� VKLS�� ´'R�\RX� HYHU� WKLQN�
DERXW�WUDYHOLQJ�WR�RXWHU�VSDFH"µ�7DUD�DVNHG��DV�WKH�FUHGLWV�UROOHG��

$́QG�JHW�P\�IDFH�VXFNHG�RII"�1R�� WKDQN�\RX��,I � WKHUH�DUH�DOLHQV��
\RX�FDQ�EHW�WKH\·UH�MXVW�DV�WZLVWHG�XS�DV�SHRSOH��%HWWHU�WR�VWLFN�WR�WKH�
GHPRQV�\RX�NQRZ�µ�+HU�PRWKHU�UDWWOHG�WKH�LFH�LQ�KHU�SLQN�FXS��´&DQ�,�
JHW�P\�EHGWLPH�GULQN"�,·P�UHDG\�WR�JR�XSVWDLUV�µ
7DUD�VSODVKHG�-LP�%HDP�LQWR�WKH�FXS�DQG�WRSSHG�LW�ZLWK�URRW�EHHU��

´7KDQN�\RX��EDE\�µ�+HU�PRWKHU�ZUDSSHG�KHU�LQ�D�ÁLPV\�KXJ�DQG�7DUD�
WULHG� QRW� WR� UHFRLO� DW� KHU� VKDUS�� XQZDVKHG� VPHOO�� 6KH� ZDWFKHG� KHU�
PRWKHU�FOLPE�WKH�VWDLUV��SDOH�ÀQJHUV�JULSSLQJ�WKH�UDLOLQJ��KHU�ODQN�KDLU�
D�VSLOO�RI �PXGGLHG�JROG�GRZQ�KHU�EDFN��
´7KH�ZLQGRZ�µ�KHU�PRWKHU�FDOOHG�IURP�WKH�WRS�VWHS�
´,�NQRZ��0DPD��,·OO�VKXW�LW�µ

7KH�URDG�VOLSSHG�EHQHDWK�7DUD·V�ELNH�WLUHV�LQ�DQ�XQHQGLQJ�SDWWHUQ�
RI � DVSKDOW� SDQFDNHV� DQG� SRWKROHV�� 7R� KHU� ULJKW�� WKH� ED\RX� SORGGHG�
DORQJ��ÁDVKLQJ�VXQOLJKW�DW�HDFK�OD]\�FXUYH��6KH·G�DULVHQ�HDUO\��DKHDG�RI �
WKH�SRXQGLQJ�$XJXVW�KHDW��LQWHQW�RQ�H[SORULQJ�D�SLOH�RI �IXUQLWXUH�DQG�
DSSOLDQFHV�WKDW�VRPHRQH�KDG�LOOHJDOO\�GXPSHG�D�PLOH�DZD\�LQ�D�EDUUHQ�
ÀHOG��6KH�KDG�KHU�H\H�RXW� IRU� D�ZRUNLQJ� WRDVWHU��$V� VKH� VZHUYHG� WR�
DYRLG�WKH�FUXVKHG�UHPDLQV�RI �D�WXUWOH��WKH�URDG�DQG�WKH�HDUWK�EHQHDWK�
LW�VHHPHG�WR�VKXGGHU��
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6WDUWOHG��7DUD�VNLGGHG�WR�D�VWRS��6KH�EHFDPH�DZDUH�RI �D�YLJRURXV�
JXUJOLQJ�DQG�WUDFHG�WKH�VRXQG�WR�D�FXULRXV�SRFNHW�RI �EXEEOLQJ�EURZQ�
ZDWHU�MXVW�RII �WKH�ED\RX�EDQN��$V�VKH�FRQVLGHUHG�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ��D�VKRFN�
RI �PRYLQJ�DLU�DQG�FRORU�EOHZ�SDVW³DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQ�HDU�VKDWWHULQJ�
ZKLVWOH³DOPRVW�WRSSOLQJ�KHU�DQG�WKH�ELNH��6KH�VWHDGLHG�KHU�ELNH�DQG�
VLJKWHG�WZR�IDVW�PRYLQJ�ELF\FOHV�RQ�WKH�URDG�DKHDG��EHQHDWK�D�SDLU�RI �
XQNQRZQ�ER\V��7KH�WZR�GLGQ·W�HYHQ�ERWKHU�WR�ORRN�EDFN��
7DUD�KDPPHUHG�GRZQ�RQ�KHU�SHGDOV��TXLFNO\�RYHUWDNLQJ�WKH�VPDOOHU�

ER\�DQG�HQWHULQJ�LQWR�D�QHFN�DQG�QHFN�VSULQW�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU��:KHQ�VKH�
ZDV�QHDU�HQRXJK�WR�QRWH�KLV�FURRNHG�JULQ�DQG�KRZ�LW�IDOWHUHG�DV�VKH�
FORVHG�LQ�RQ�KLP��D�FUDPS�VHL]HG�KHU�KDPVWULQJ��+HU�OHJ�VKRW�RXWZDUG�
DQG�WKH�VHDW�VODPPHG�LQWR�KHU�FURWFK��6KH�VWHHUHG�WKH�VSHHGLQJ�ELNH�
RQWR�D�VWULS�RI �VRIW�GLUW�DQG�PDQDJHG�WR�PDQHXYHU�D�FRQWUROOHG�ZUHFN��
´<RX·UH�D�VRQ�RI �D�ELWFK�µ�VKH�JURZOHG�DW�WKH�ROGHU�ER\��+H·G�FLUFOHG�

EDFN�DQG�ZDV�QRZ�H\HLQJ�KHU��KLV�IRUHDUPV�UHVWLQJ�RQ�KLV�KDQGOHEDUV��
+LV�KHDG�ZDV�RYHUO\�ELJ��FDSSHG�LQ�VKRUW�ZDYHV�WKDW�QHDUO\�PDWFKHG�WKH�
GHHS�KRQH\�RI �KLV�H\HV���
´<RX·UH�D�EDGDVV�µ�KH�UHSOLHG��DGPLULQJ�WKH�ZKRUO�RI �ÀHU\�VFUDSHV�

RQ�KHU�FDOI��� $́QG�DOPRVW�DV�IDVW�DV�PH�µ
7DUD�NHSW�KHU�IDFH�IUR]HQ��PDVNLQJ�WKH�WKUREELQJ�EHWZHHQ�KHU�OHJV��

DV�VKH�ULJKWHG�KHU�ELF\FOH�DQG�KREEOHG�WRZDUG�WKH�URDG��
´:K\�DUH�\RX�OLPSLQJ"µ�WKH�\RXQJHU�ER\�DVNHG��+H�ZDV�VPDOO�DQG�

ZLU\��ZLWK�VKHOO�SLQN�OLSV�DQG�JODULQJ�GDUN�H\HV��´<RX�KXUW"µ
“Go to hell,” she said, pedaling one-legged while her hamstring 

XQZRXQG��
´*LUOV�VKRXOGQ·W�FXUVH�µ�KH�FDOOHG�DIWHU�KHU���
%LNH�WLUHV�FUDFNOHG�RQ�WKH�VXQEDNHG�URDG�DV�WKH�ER\V�IHOO�LQ�EHKLQG�

KHU��´<RX�OLYH�LQ�WKDW�ROG�KRXVH�EDFN�WKHUH��ULJKW"µ�WKH�ROGHU�RQH�DVNHG��
FDWFKLQJ�XS�WR�KHU��´,·P�*HUDUG��DQG�WKDW·V�P\�EURWKHU�/RXLV��:H·UH�
\RXU�QHZ�QHLJKERUV�µ��
7DUD�LJQRUHG�WKH�ER\V��SHGDOLQJ�XQWLO�VKH�UHDFKHG�WKH�EDUUHQ�ÀHOG�

DQG� WKH�SLOH�RI � DEDQGRQHG� MXQN��$V� VKH�PRYHG� WKURXJK� WKH� UHIXVH��
inspecting power cords and chipped furniture, Gerard peppered her 
ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV��6KH�PDLQWDLQHG�KHU�ZDOO�RI �VLOHQFH�XQWLO�KH�DSSURDFKHG�
KHU�ZLWK�D�QHDUO\�QHZ�EOHQGHU��+HU�IURZQ�VRIWHQHG�DV�VKH�WRRN�LW�IURP�
KLP��:KHQ�KH�DJDLQ�DVNHG�KHU�QDPH��VKH�UHOHQWHG��
(DFK�GD\�IRU�WKH�QH[W�WZR�ZHHNV��7DUD�PHW�XS�ZLWK�WKH�ER\V��6KH�
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OHDUQHG�WKDW�*HUDUG�ZDV�IRXUWHHQ��KHDGLQJ�LQWR�WHQWK�JUDGH��DQG�/RXLV�
ZDV�WZHOYH��7KH\·G�PRYHG�WR�7HUUHÀQH�EHFDXVH�WKHLU�IDWKHU�ZRUNHG�IRU�
0LG�6RXWK�3HWUROHXP��D�FRPSDQ\�WKDW�DOVR�HPSOR\HG�D�JRRG�SRUWLRQ�
RI � WKH� WRZQ��7KH\·G� OLYHG� LQ� IRXU�RWKHU�SODFHV�� UHORFDWLQJ�ZKHQHYHU�
WKHLU�IDWKHU�ZDV�UHDVVLJQHG��
*UDGXDOO\�� VKH� EHJDQ� WR� FUDYH� WKH� FXUW� FRPSOLPHQWV� WKDW�*HUDUG�

RFFDVLRQDOO\�WRVVHG�KHU�ZD\��RIWHQ�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI �/RXLV��
´<RX·UH�ZD\�PRUH�PHFKDQLFDO� WKDQ�KLP�µ�*HUDUG�UHPDUNHG�ZKHQ�

VKH� TXLFNO\� LGHQWLÀHG� WKH� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKH� VFUDSLQJ� RQ� /RXLV·V� ELNH��
:KHQ�VKH�\DQNHG�DQ�LQFK�ORQJ�VSOLQWHU�IURP�WKH�SDG�RI �KHU�ELJ�WRH��
KH�ODXJKHG��´1R�ZD\�/RXLV�FRXOG�GR�WKDW�KLPVHOI�µ�6KH�ORRNHG�DZD\�
WR�KLGH�KHU�VPLOH��

Tara managed to avoid any mention of  her mother until the end 
RI �WKH�VHFRQG�ZHHN��ZKHQ�VKH�WRRN�WKH�ER\V�FUDZÀVKLQJ�LQ�D�ÁRRGHG�
ÀHOG��6KH�DQG�*HUDUG�ZHUH�DORQH��KDUYHVWLQJ�WKH�ZLUH�DQG�FORWK�QHWV��
ZKLOH�/RXLV�VXONHG�QHDUE\��6KH·G�VQLFNHUHG�ZKHQ�*HUDUG�ÀUVW�DUULYHG�
ZHDULQJ�EUXVKHG�ZKLWH�FRWWRQ�VKRUWV��1RZ�WKH\�KXQJ�ORZ�RQ�KLV�ZDLVW��
VRDNHG�DQG�PXGG\��
´+RZ·G� \RX� OHDUQ� DOO� WKLV� VWXII"µ� KH� DVNHG� DV� VKH� GXPSHG� WKH�

VTXLUPLQJ� KDXO� LQWR� KLV� EXFNHW�� ´&UDZÀVKLQJ�� À[LQJ� ELNHV�� NQRZLQJ�
ZKDW·V�SRLVRQ�LY\�DQG�ZKDW·V�SRLVRQ�RDN��,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�DQ\�RI �WKDW�µ
´0\�PRP�µ�7DUD�DQVZHUHG�SURXGO\��WKHQ�UHPHPEHUHG�KHU�PRWKHU·V�

UREH�FODG�ÀJXUH��VWLOO�DVOHHS�ZKHQ�VKH·G�OHIW�WKH�KRXVH�DW�QRRQ���:DUPWK�
FUHSW�LQWR�KHU�FKHHNV�DV�VKH�GURYH�D�VWLFN�LQWR�WKH�EXFNHW�DQG�ÁLFNHG�
D�VPDOO�VQDNH�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU��6KH�EHJDQ�WR�SUDWWOH��KHU�WRR�HDJHU�
ZRUGV�VSLOOLQJ�RXW��´6KH�WDXJKW�PH�WR�GULYH�WRR��/HWV�PH�WDNH�WKH�WUXFN�
WR�WKH�%X\�8�0DUW��2QFH�VKH�NLOOHG�D�UDWWOHU��&XW�KLP�LQ�WZR��:H�VWLOO�
KDYH�WKH�VNXOO��$QG�VKH·V�DQ�H[SHUW�FDPSHU��6KH·OO�WDNH�XV�DOO�RQH�GD\�
VRRQ�µ�VKH�SURPLVHG�EHIRUH�VKH�FRXOG�VWRS�KHUVHOI��
6KH�KXUULHGO\�UHDFKHG�IRU�*HUDUG·V�EXFNHW��´)RXU�SRXQGV�µ�VKH�DQ-

QRXQFHG��MRJJOLQJ�WKH�KDQGOH��´1RW�HQRXJK�IRU�D�ERLO��%XW�PD\EH�\RX�
FDQ�PDNH�D�FUDZÀVK�pWRXIIpH�µ�:LWK�KHU�KHDUW�WKXGGLQJ��VKH�UHQHZHG�
KHU�YRZ�WR�NHHS�WKH�ER\V�DZD\�IURP�KHU�KRXVH�XQWLO�KHU�PRWKHU�ZDV�
ZHOO�DJDLQ��
´/RXLV�µ�*HUDUG�\HOOHG��
/RXLV�WRVVHG�DVLGH�WKH�VWLFN�KH·G�EHHQ�XVLQJ�WR�KDFN�DW�D�QHVW�RI �ÀUH�

DQWV�DQG�KXUULHG�RYHU��
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´7DNH� LW� KRPH�µ� *HUDUG� VDLG�� WKUHDGLQJ� KLV� EURWKHU·V� WKLQ� DUP�
WKURXJK�WKH�KDQGOH�RI �WKH�EXFNHW��
´<RX� WDNH� LW� KRPH�µ�/RXLV� VKRW� EDFN�� OHWWLQJ� WKH� EXFNHW�ZLWK� LWV�

ZULWKLQJ�FRQWHQWV�IDOO�WR�WKH�JURXQG��+H�SXOOHG�KLV�FROODUHG�VKLUW�WDXW��
H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�IURQW��´<RX�EHWWHU�QRW�KDYH�JRWWHQ�PXG�RQ�PH�µ
´%HDW�LW��/RXLV��,�PHDQ�LW��'RQ·W�PDNH�PH�KLW�\RX�µ�
´/HW�KHU�WDNH�LW��6KH�FDXJKW�·HP�µ�
´*R�µ�*HUDUG�ORRPHG�RYHU�KLV�EURWKHU��ZKRVH�IDFH�QDUURZHG�ZLWK�

IHDU�HYHQ�DV�KLV�GDUN�H\HV�VSDUNHG�ZLWK�KRVWLOLW\�� $́QG�WDNH�WKH�EXFNHW�
ZLWK�\RX�µ�
´,�KDWH�\RX�µ�/RXLV�KLVVHG�EHIRUH�WUXGJLQJ�RII��WKH�EXFNHW�EDQJLQJ�

DJDLQVW�KLV�VKLQV��
´+H·OO�EH�DOO�ULJKW�µ�*HUDUG�VDLG��PHHWLQJ�7DUD·V�JD]H��+H�GURSSHG�

WR� D� IDOOHQ� ORJ� DQG�EHJDQ� VWULSSLQJ� WKH�EDUN� IURP�D� VPDOO��ZD\ZDUG�
EUDQFK��7KH�DIWHUQRRQ�VXQ�FDVW�D�VLONHQ�JORZ�RQ�KLV�VKRUW�ZDY\�KDLU�
´:K\�\RX·G�UXQ�KLP�RII"µ�
+H�VKUXJJHG��´6RPHWLPHV�,�GRQ·W�IHHO�OLNH�KDQJLQJ�RXW�ZLWK�D�OLWWOH�

NLG��\RX�NQRZ"µ
7KH�KHDW�SUHVVHG�GRZQ��0RLVWXUH�JDWKHUHG�EHWZHHQ�7DUD·V�VKRXOGHU�

EODGHV�DQG�VOLG��WLFNOLQJ��GRZQ�KHU�VSLQH��6KH�UHPHPEHUHG�WKH�RUDQJH�
MXLFH�GULS�RQ�KHU�7�VKLUW�DQG�FURVVHG�KHU�DUPV�EHIRUH�VFRRWLQJ�QH[W�WR�
*HUDUG��
´<RX� KDYH� WKH� JUHHQHVW� H\HV� ,·YH� HYHU� VHHQ�µ�*HUDUG� VDLG�� ´/LNH�

6SULWH�JUHHQ�µ�
“Yours are nice too,” Tara muttered as a rose-tinged static enveloped 

KHU�VHQVHV��*HUDUG�OHDQHG�RYHU�WR�NLVV�KHU�DQG�VKH�VWLIIHQHG��ZDQWLQJ�
WR�JLYH�KLP�VRPHWKLQJ�VWURQJ�IURP�ZKLFK�WR�SXVK�RII��6KH�IHOW�WKH�VRIW�
FOLFN�RI �WHHWK�DQG�WKH�WLPLG�JODQFH�RI �KLV�WRQJXH��
´,�NQRZ�D�SODFH�ZH�FDQ�JR�µ�KH�VDLG��7DUD�KHVLWDWHG��WKHQ�QRGGHG�

KHU�DVVHQW�
+H�OHG�KHU�EHQHDWK�WZR�WRZHULQJ�SLQHV��DW�WKH�HGJH�RI �KLV�EDFN\DUG��

ZKHUH�WKH�ORZ�EUDQFKHV�IRUPHG�D�VKDGHG�FDYHUQ��+H�ZDV�JHQWOH�HYHQ�
LQ�KLV�DZNZDUGQHVV��HDVLQJ�RII �KHU�7�VKLUW�LQ�VLOHQFH��VZDWWLQJ�DZD\�WKH�
JQDWV��VSUHDGLQJ�RXW�KLV�RZQ�VKLUW�IRU�KHU�WR�OLH�RQ��6KH�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�
E\�WKH�SOHDVXUH�RI �KLV�WRXFK�DQG�KRZ��ZLWK�KHU�H\HV�FORVHG��KHU�ERG\�
IHOW�OLPLWOHVV��6KH�OLNHG�KRZ�KH�WUHPEOHG�ZKHQ�VKH�UDQ�KHU�ÀQJHUV�DORQJ�
KLV�VNLQ�DQG�KRZ�KHU�ORQJ�ERQHV�FXUYHG�LQWR�KLV��
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´'RQ·W�µ�VKH�VDLG��ZKHQ�KH�SUHVVHG�KLPVHOI �DJDLQVW�KHU�VWLOO�EUXLVHG�
JURLQ�DQG�WXJJHG�DW�KHU�VKRUWV��+H�UHWUHDWHG��QX]]OLQJ�DJDLQVW�KHU�VLGH��
KLV�TXLFN�EUHDWK�FDSWXUHG�LQ�WKH�FURRN�RI �KHU�QHFN�
:KHQ�KLV� IDWKHU�\HOOHG� IURP�WKH�EDFN�GRRU��*HUDUG� OHDSW�XS�DQG�

VKRYHG�KHU�7�VKLUW�DW�KHU��´6WD\�µ�KH�ZKLVSHUHG��´8QWLO�\RX�KHDU�PH�JR�
LQ�µ�$V�VKH�OHIW�WKH�FRYHU�RI �WKH�SLQHV��KH�UHDSSHDUHG�DQG�VOLSSHG�KLV�
SUL]HG�FXEH�RI �LURQ�S\ULWH�LQWR�KHU�RXWVWUHWFKHG�KDQG���
7KH�QH[W�GD\��*HUDUG�DQG�/RXLV�GHSDUWHG�IRU�D�ZHHN�ORQJ�WULS�WR�

YLVLW�UHODWLYHV��7DUD�ZDV�OHIW�WR�SHGDO�WKH�VWUHHWV�DORQH��HQGOHVVO\�UHSOD\-
LQJ�WKH�NLVV��WKH�WRXFKLQJ��WKH�VPHOO�RI �GU\�SLQH�QHHGOHV��7KH�DLU�LQ�KHU�
KRXVH�IHOW�VWDJQDQW��DQG�KHU�KDELWXDO�SDWLHQFH�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU�JUHZ�
WKLQ��´:KDW·V�JRW�XS�LQWR�\RXU�FUDZ�DQG�GLHG"µ�KHU�PRWKHU�DVNHG��DIWHU�
7DUD�EDQJHG�KHU�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�GLQQHU�SUHSDUDWLRQ��
2Q�WKH�GD\�RI �WKH�ER\V·�UHWXUQ��VKH�KXUULHG�WR�ZKDW�KDG�EHFRPH�

WKHLU� PHHWLQJ� SODFH³D� FOHDULQJ� LQ� WKH� ÀHOG� PLGZD\� EHWZHHQ� WKHLU�
KRXVHV�� IULQJHG�E\� D� VHPLFLUFOH�RI � WUHHV��$V� VKH� WUDPSHG� DFURVV� WKH�
URZV�RI �WXUQHG�HDUWK��VKH�QRWLFHG�GDUN�MDJV�RI �VPRNH�DQG�ZRQGHUHG�LI �
/RXLV�KDG�ÀQDOO\�DJUHHG�WR�OLJKW�WKH�ERWWOH�URFNHWV�KH·G�EHHQ�KRDUGLQJ��
$V� VKH�GUHZ�FORVHU�� VKH� FDXJKW� VLJKW�RI �*HUDUG� VSODVKLQJ� OLJKWHU�

ÁXLG�RYHU�D�VPROGHULQJ�KXQN�RI �PHWDO��VSDUNLQJ�WKH�ÁDPHV�DQHZ��/RXLV�
VWRRG�QHDUE\��VKLUWOHVV�LQ�WKH�KHDW��KLV�VPDOO�FKHVW�WKUXVW�IRUZDUG��:KHQ�
KH�QRWLFHG�7DUD��KLV�H\HV�QDUURZHG�DQG�KH�QXGJHG�KLV�EURWKHU��

She raised her hand in greeting, prepared to welcome them home, 
EXW�ZKHQ�KHU�JD]H�IHOO�RQ�WKH�VPRNLQJ�KHDS��VKH�IHOW�KHU�KHDUW�MHUN�DQG�
VKXGGHU��OLNH�D�ÀVK�WKURZQ�DVKRUH��7KH�EODFNHQHG�PDWWHU�DW�WKH�KHDUW�
RI �*HUDUG·V�ÀUH�EHORQJHG�WR�KHU��7KRXJK�WKRURXJKO\�VLQJHG��WKHUH�ZDV�
QR�PLVWDNLQJ� WKH�EHQW�WLSSHG�DQWHQQD�DQG�VORSHG�KDQGOHEDUV�RI �KHU�
ELF\FOH�

For a moment, she clung to the ridiculous notion that the charred 
ERQHV�RI �KHU�ELF\FOH�ZRXOG� UHVXUUHFW� LWVHOI�� WKDW� WKH�EURWKHUV�ZRXOG�
ZDYH�KHU�RYHU� VR� WKH\� FRXOG� H[SODLQ� WKHLU� FOHYHU�SUDQN��Aha! We got 
you!�%XW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�SUDQN�UHYHDOHG�DQG�QR�UHVXUUHFWHG�ELNH��RQO\�WKH�
ER\V·�UD]RU�WKLQ�VPLUNV�DQG�EULJKW��H[SHFWDQW�H\HV�DV�WKH\�ZDWFKHG�KHU��
ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�IUXLW�RI �WKHLU�ODERU�WR�IDOO��

7DUD�UHWXUQHG�IRU�WKH�ELNH�DW�VXQVHW��ZKHQ�WKH�KHDW�EHJDQ�WR�OLIW�DQG�
D�EDQG�RI �JROGHQ�KD]H�IXVHG�ODQG�WR�VN\��7KH�PHWDO�ZDV�VWLOO�KRW��EXW�
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VKH�FRXOG�EHDU�LW��:KHQ�WKH�ULPV�VWXFN�LQ�WKH�PXG��VKH�VOXQJ�WKH�IUDPH�
RQ�RQH�VKRXOGHU�DQG�WUXGJHG�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ED\RX��6KH�HDVHG�WKH�ELNH�IDU�
LQWR�WKH�VWLOO�EURZQ�ZDWHU��LJQRULQJ�WKH�FUHDWXUHV�WKDW�EUXVKHG�DJDLQVW�
KHU�OHJV��WKHQ�IRUFHG�WKH�IUDPH�EHORZ�WKH�VXUIDFH��
$V�WKH�ELNH�VXQN�LQWR�WKH�ED\RX·V�VRIW�VOLPH��UHOHDVLQJ�WUDLOV�RI �HIIHU-

YHVFHQFH��VKH�SDUVHG�WKURXJK�KHU�GD\V�ZLWK�WKH�EURWKHUV��URDPLQJ�WKH�
ZRRGV�RI �7HUUHÀQH��IRUGLQJ�VWRUP�VZROOHQ�GLWFK�ZDWHUV��DQG�UDLGLQJ�
WKH�FDQH�ÀHOGV� WR� FKHZ� WKH� VXJDU\� VWDONV��7KH�ZKROH� WLPH�� WKH�ER\V�
KDG�EHHQ�ERXQG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��OHWWLQJ�KHU�VFUDSH�DORQJ�DIWHU�WKHP�OLNH�
D�KXQJU\�VWUD\��NQRZLQJ�IXOO�ZHOO�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�WLPH�FDPH��WKH\�ZRXOG�
FXW�KHU�ORRVH��
6KH�VODPPHG�KHU�SDOP�IXOO�IRUFH�DJDLQVW�WKH�ZDWHU��$V�D�KRW�VWLQJ�

HQWHUHG� KHU� ÀQJHUV�� D� VZDUP�RI � IUHVK� EXEEOHV� VXUURXQGHG�KHU�� 6KH�
WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�KHU�ELNH��VHQGLQJ�XS�LWV�ODVW�JDVS��EXW�WKH�EXEEOLQJ�LQ-
WHQVLÀHG�DQG�ZLWK�LW��D�QR[LRXV�VWLQN��7KH�PHOORZ�KXP�RI �LQVHFWV�DQG�
IURJV�H[SORGHG�LQWR�D�WKUREELQJ�FKRUXV��
6KH� VORVKHG� WKURXJK� WKH�JXUJOLQJ�ZDWHU� DQG� VFUDPEOHG�XS� WR� WKH�

URDG�ZKHUH�PRVTXLWRV�IHOO�RQ�KHU��VSLNLQJ�KHU�FDOYHV��+HDGOLJKWV�ÁDUHG�
RQ�D� IDUDZD\�EULGJH��ERXQFLQJ�FUD]LO\�� DQG�D�SHDO�RI �PDQLF� ODXJKWHU�
VSOLW�WKH�QLJKW��$V�VKH�KXUULHG�WRZDUG�WKH�EXUQLQJ�VTXDUH�RI �KHU�NLWFK-
HQ�ZLQGRZ��KHU�PRWKHU·V�IDFH�DSSHDUHG��D�GDUN�RYDO�VHDOHG�EHKLQG�WKH�
JODVV��EHFNRQLQJ�7DUD��GUDZLQJ�KHU�KRPH�


